
2017 was another successful year for Monroe 
County Economic Development.  Financial 
incentives for more than 100 projects were 
approved through Imagine Monroe and the 
Monroe County Industrial Development 
Corporation (MCIDC).
More than 30 projects were approved by the 
Imagine Monroe Board in 2017, resulting in 
nearly $300 Million in private investment, the 
creation of nearly 1,000 direct jobs over the 
next 3 years, and the retention of more than 
3,000 direct jobs.  
Nearly 80 projects were approved by the 
MCIDC Board in 2017, resulting in more 
than $1 Billion in private investment and 
the projected creation of nearly 100 new 
permanent jobs over the next 3 years. MCIDC 
programs and incentives include business 
loans, bond financing, interest rate subsidies 
or rebates on qualified equipment purchases, 
and some reimbursement of employee 
training expenses.   

Projects approved for Imagine Monroe 
incentives include: 
OFD Foods
OFD Foods 
is an Oregon-
based supplier of freeze dried food, with a 
broad customer base which includes the 
US Government, outdoor enthusiasts, and 
other markets. In July, OFD was approved 
for Imagine Monroe incentives involving 
an investment of more than $20 Million to 
construct a new 50,000 square foot facility 
on Rush-Henrietta TL Road in the Town of 
Henrietta. The project will create 30 new 
direct jobs over the next 3 years, and will 
generate nearly 150 construction jobs using 
local labor.  

Paychex 
Paychex, Inc. and 
Subsidiaries, which is headquartered in 
Monroe County, is expanding its operations 
in the Town of Henrietta. In September, the 
Imagine Monroe Board approved incentives 
for the $51 Million project, which will include 
the purchasing, renovating and equipping of 
5 buildings and the leasing of 1 building. The 
project will create 375 new permanent jobs 
and the retention of approximately 770 jobs.
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2018… 
THE YEAR OF THE 
SMALL BUSINESS

Small businesses are 
the lifeblood of our 
economy! There are 
more than 450,000 small 
businesses in New York 
State, which account for 
over $950 Billion in annual 
receipts based on the 
latest available Census 
data.  In Monroe County, 
companies with more than 
500 employees make up 
approximately 6% of all 
firms, and companies with 
less than 20 employees 
make up more than 80% 
of all firms. Monroe County 
is committed to helping 
small businesses prosper 
and grow.  
Monroe County Economic 
Development is working 
to create programs to 
assist small businesses, 
including Minority and/or 
Women-Owned Business 
Enterprise equipment 
purchases, achieving ISO 
Certification, meeting 
agricultural needs, and 
assisting with research 
& development for 
scientific, and tech-based 
companies.

National Small  
Business Week 

April 29–May 5, 2018

Call to see how we  
can help your business  

at 585-753-2000. 

County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo makes it a priority 
to meet with local businesses such as Transcat in 
the Town of Ogden. She is joined by (left to right)
Chief Economic Developer Jeff Adair, and Transcat 
CEO Lee Rudow and Chief Financial Officer 
Michael Tschiderer. 
Headquartered in Monroe County for more than  
50 years, Transcat provides state-of-the-art 
equipment and calibration services for the 
pharmaceutical, industrial, manufacturing, 
engineering, and chemical process industries. 



Development Review Process 
Development applications are submitted by towns, 
villages, and the City of Rochester to be reviewed 
by the Planning Division and the Monroe County 
Development Review Committee (DRC). County 
Planning coordinates with county departments, as 
well as state and federal agencies, about project 
impacts on safety, infrastructure, and environmental 
conditions.
After several months of outreach to the 
municipalities of Monroe County and our partner 
agencies, the feedback that County Planning has 
received has been integrated into an updated 
Development Review Process, rolling out in 2018. 
A highlight of the improvements is a more user-
friendly Development Referral Form with a fillable 
PDF version. This updated form is a first step 
toward planned future online digital submission of 
development applications. Information collected in 
our newly updated DRC tracking database feeds 
directly into the annual Municipal Land Use Report 
produced by County Planning.
We are committed to continual communication 
with municipalities to improve our process to better 
serve the residents of Monroe County.

 

C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T

Community Development (CD) had a successful 2017 
and will see continued growth in 2018. At the close 

of 2017, Community Development provided funding 
for the construction of two affordable rental housing 
projects in Webster and Irondequoit. A groundbreaking 
was held on November 3, 2017 for CDS Monarch, Hard 
Road, Phase II in Webster, which is a 96-unit apartment 
complex for seniors and individuals with developmental 
disabilities.  Construction is scheduled to be completed 
in early Fall 2018.  Durand Senior Apartments, a 70-unit 
complex for seniors age 55+, held a groundbreaking 
ceremony on February 2, 2018.  
In addition to the new projects that are under 
construction, a new affordable 
housing project, Frances Apartments 
located at 1 Lifetime Way in 
Brockport, was completed in late 
September.  Frances Apartments, a 
56-unit complex, was constructed in 
partnership with Lifetime Assistance 
and Rochester’s Cornerstone Group 
for individuals with developmental 
disabilities and small families. A 
ribbon-cutting ceremony was held 
October 12, 2017.  

CD’s newest initiative, mcSolar, is an extension of our 
existing Home Improvement Program (HIP) and will 
make solar power available and affordable for low-
moderate income homeowners in suburban Monroe 
County. Monroe County is pleased to partner with 
SunCommon, an installer of residential solar which has 
had an excellent reputation of customer service for over 
15 years.  
For more information on HIP and our new initiative, 
please call 585-753-2000 or visit 
www.monroecounty.gov/homeimprovement.

P L A N N I N G  S E R V I C E S

TRAINING PROGRAM
The Planning Division is continuing its Land Use Decision 
Making training program with upcoming spring workshops.  
The spring topics will include “Introduction to Planning & 
Zoning, “Introduction to Land Use Law”, and “Site Plan 
Review.” For most municipalities, this program fulfills state law 
requiring four-hour annual training for members of Planning 
Boards and Zoning Boards of Appeals.  
Workshops will be held from 4:30-9:00 PM at the Monroe 
Community College Flynn Campus Center. Workshop dates to 
be announced soon at monroecounty.gov/landuse. 

AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT OPEN ENROLLMENT
Property owners can request to add parcels of predominately 
viable agricultural land to an established agricultural district on 
an annual basis.  Monroe County has two agricultural districts, 
Western District #5 and Eastern District #6.  The 2018 30-day 
addition period is March 1– 30.  The purpose of agricultural 
districting is to encourage and promote the continued use of 
farmland for agricultural production.
To learn more about Monroe County’s agricultural districts or to 
get the annual addition form visit monroecounty.gov/farmland. 

Frances Apartments, 
located at 1 Lifetime 
Way in Brockport 
was completed in late 
September.



W O R K F O R C E  D E V E L O P M E N T
In 2017, the Monroe County Workforce Development 
Division carried out County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo’s 
mission to grow more jobs and create a stronger workforce. 
The popular job fair series “Recruiting on the Road” brought 
five job fairs throughout Monroe County, 
hosting nearly 60 businesses and 620 
job seekers.  “Paths to Employment,” 
a spin-off job fair for those on public assistance, gave 26 
job seekers the opportunity to meet and interview with 
five companies in one place.  Businesses at “Paths to 
Employment” extended more than 20 job offers from that 
one event.   

Monroe County 
sponsored the 
2nd Annual 
Manufacturing 
Day at Eastman 
Business Park in 
September and 
the inaugural 
Veterans 
Manufacturing 
Day this past 
November.  Both 
events focused 
on opening doors 
for students and Veterans interested in manufacturing by 
demonstrating how their current training can translate into 
critical skills needed by today’s manufacturers. 

PTAC NEWS 
Government Contracts Hit $11M  

Government contracting was up in Monroe County and 
throughout our region as we closed out 2017. Small business 
clients in Monroe County alone have reported more than $11.4 
million in awarded contracts, from September through December 
of 2017, which is twice the number awarded during the same 
period last year. 

The Procurement Technical Assistance Center (PTAC) program 
year starts in September. One of PTAC’s top goals is to increase 
the number of businesses bidding on contracts – military, federal, 
state, and municipal. In addition to one-on-one bid reviews, 
PTAC provides a free bid matching service to assist clients in 
their procurement efforts. If you are interested in receiving a free 
bid match service, contact us at (585) 753-2017.

For more information on these and other upcoming events, www.monroecountyfingerlakesptac.org

UPCOMING GOVERNMENT CONTRACT TRAINING & EVENTS
March 15
SBA Women-Owned Small Business 
(WOSB) Federal Contract Program 
Workshop

April 11
Webinar: How to Prepare for a 
Matchmaker Webinar Series

June 13 
Defense Contract Audit Agency

Monroe County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo and MCFL PTAC 
Program Director Anna Vulaj Fitzsimmons are joined by 
Veterans Business Council Member of the Year Michael 
Buckpitt at the 2017 Veterans Expo. 

UPCOMING JOB FAIRS 
March 28 - Fairport Public Library 

1 Fairport Village Landing, Fairport, NY 14450

May 2 - Henrietta Recreation Center
605 Calkins Road, Henrietta, NY 14467

Hundreds of students from across Monroe 
County attended Manufacturing Day which 
included exhibits from businesses and 
educators.

County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo talks with job seekers at one of 
the Recruiting on the Road job fairs held last year. 
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